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Construction Valuation Determination 
The “Construction Cost” for building permits shall be determined by the following steps: 

 
1. Applicant to provide estimated cost of construction for all permit work including materials and 

labor. 
a. If the owner is performing the permit work on their own, estimates for standard labor 

costs must still be included in the total estimated cost. 
b. Work that does not require a permit, such as paint, flooring, etc. does not need to be 

included in the estimated cost of construction. 
2. If the Building Official or designated staff determines the estimated cost to be too low, they can 

require any of the following options: 
 

Option 1: For remodels, repairs or alterations, the Building Official or designated staff 
may provide a reasonable cost of their own estimation. 

 

Option 2: For new construction or additions, the Building Official or designated staff may 
estimate the construction cost by using construction cost values published by the 
International Code Council (ICC) and RSMeans. The calculation shall be as follows: 

 
Construction Cost = (Square feet of construction) x (ICC Square Foot Constructions 
Costs1) x (RSMeans City Cost Index Factor2) 

 

Option 3: Applicant to provide an official itemized and signed bid/contract from a 
contractor which includes a clear breakdown of costs and scope of work that matches the 
permit work. 

 
 
 

Footnotes: 
1.  See Attachment 1. ICC Building Valuation Tables are provided at: https://www.iccsafe.org/codes-tech- 

support/codes/code-development-process/building-valuation-data/ 
2.  See Attachment 2. RSMeans City Cost Index Factor = (Current year City Cost Index for Oakland, CA / 100). Cost Index Factors 

are provided at https://www.rsmeans.com/products/books 
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